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Place driveway and apron in sections. The apron
is placed in a main section and then the two side,
curved sections are added. Sketch a plan similar to
this, with dimensions, for permits.

Form stakes are driven (or cut) slightly below
tops of the forms. The stakes also are nailed to the
forms with double-headed nails. With stakes like
this, screed can run freely on forms.
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HOW-TO BOOKLET #3067
BUILDING DRIVEWAYS

TOOL & MATERIAL CHECKLIST

d Concrete Mixture 1 Form Boards U Level

d Chalkline J Stakes d Line Level

d Saw Jd Hammer d Tamper

d Tape Measure d Shovel J Spade

J Edger J Groover d Finishing Trowel
J Expansion Strips d Bull Float d Garden Hose

Read This Entire How-To Booklet for Specific Tools and Materials Not Noted in
The Basics Listed Above.

It is hot and heavy work, but placing a new concrete driveway is within a do-it-yourselfer’s skills. The trick
is complete organization at the outset so the project will go smoothly without any major hitches. This
How-To Booklet presents such a plan: from the first sketch to the last swipe of a finishing broom.

First, because of extra weight requirements, driveway construction is often well-regulated by local building
codes. Make sure you understand all code restrictions before you start construction. You also must have
the proper building permits. For example, most municipalities have strict rules governing the steepness,
thickness and width of a driveway—as well as the means by which it joins the curbing.

The first step, therefore, is to find out any code restrictions and then sketch out your driveway plan.
Submit this plan to the building permit officials when you go to get the building permit for the project.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Most single driveways today are formed with a single slab instead of double-slab ramp drives that has
paving only where the car wheels go and grass between. A single slab provides a wider usable surface
to serve the wheel base dimensions of more car models. The trend of the times has reinforced the

single slab, perhaps partly because a single slab requires less edge forming. Two-car driveways must
be a full-slab design.

The Garage and Street. The edge of the driveway should fall about 1 inch below the garage floor to
prevent water from running into the garage.






